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Benchmarks: 24-Sep 17-Sep 2nd Qtr ↑ 1.6%
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$76.49

4.94%

-3.62%Term
Oil / Barrel  

(YE $79.36)

Aug's durable goods orders showed gains in demands for 

machinery, computers and fabricated metal products.

11 states have 10% or higher unemployment rates in August 

(NV, MI, CA, MS, OH, IN, OR, IL, SC, FL, RI): worst NV @ 

14.4%, MI @ 13.1% & CA @ 12.4%.  WI is #19 @ 7.9%.  

ND lowest @ 3.7%, then SD @ 4.5% & NB @ 4.6%.
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Harley-Davidson’s brand value sank 24% to #98 on the 

annual list of top 100 global brands; it was # 73 a year ago.

WI foreclosures rose in August 1.7% Y-O-Y.  Filings Y-O-Y 

were down 14% & 20% in June & July, respectively.

The NAR reports national median existing home prices rose 

0.8% Y-O-Y, though distressed home sales now account for 

more than a third of all transactions.  The median price in the 

Midwest was $149,600, up 0.4% Y-O-Y.

40% of Milw's real estate listings have taken a price cut as of 

Sept 1, up from 39% M-O-M.  Milw ranks 2nd behind 

Minneapolis, which saw 43% of its listed homes taking at least 

one price cut.  Milw's avg reduction in price was 10%, cutting 

$25.8M in home values.  Nationwide, 26% of all listings on the 

market experienced at least one price reduction by Sept 1 with 

a total dollar amount cut in the 50 largest cities was > $29B 

with an avg discount of 10% off the original listing price.

August housing starts were up 10.5% M-O-M & up 2.2% Y-

O-Y. Starts on 5-or-more unit apartment projects jumped 

42.7% M-O-M & 53.1% Y-O-Y. Building permits also rose 

1.8% M-O-M, but down 6.7% Y-O-Y.  
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18.42%
Gold / ounce  

(YE $1,096.20)

EAFE Index   
(YE 1580.77)

Existing home sales rebounded 7.6% in August to 4.13M after 

hitting its lowest level in at least a decade in July.   Midwest 

(incl WI) existing-home sales increased 5% in August M-O-

M, but are 26.3% Y-O-Y.
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