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Sales of existing WI homes fell 7.5% in 2010 Y-O-Y while 

median sale price fell 1.1% from $142,500 to $141,000.

For only 2nd time in 20 years, WI companies lured >$100M of 

venture capital funding ($121.8M vs $23.9M in 2009).

Following the USA's lead, WI unemployment fell in Dec to 

7.5%  vs 7.6% in Nov (US unemployment fell to 9.4%).
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Blackberry still the US dominant operating system with 

33.5% of market. Google #2 with 26% & Apple #3 25%.
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Seasonal retail hiring was up 29% Y-O-Y from a net gain of 

646,300 jobs between October & December. 

Unemployment rate for high school grads is 9.8% vs 4.8% for 

college grads, HS dropout unemployment is 15%.

WaterStone Bank filed 270 tenant-evictions in 2010, a 43% 

more than the 188 in 2009.  WaterStone Bank manages 

c.1,600 housing units taken over through mortgage 

foreclosures, many  located in Milwaukee’s central city.

A good stock market in 2010 helped boost WI's retirement 

accounts for public employees.  The Wisconsin Retirement 

System's 2 trust funds held $79.1B at YE2010, up from 

$72.9B Y-O-Y & $61.8B at YE2008.  The Core Fund (a 

diversified fund & main account for all 560,000 state, local, 

university & school retirees) showed a 12.3% gain to $73.5B 

while the Variable Fund (an all-stock portfolio held by more 

than 100,000 retirees) showed a 15.6% increase to $5.6B.         

30% of the 372 US labor markets have their worst 

unemployment rates since the beginning of the 21st century.

In Wisconsin, highest metro-unemployment rate is Janesville 

@ 9.5% while SE Wis is Racine @ 8.5%.

SBA approved $69.4M in lending for SE WI in December, 

nearly seven times the $10.1M approved in Dec last year. 
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