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This is my last letter to you as President of WAAO 
and I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to all  
for the support AND challenges that have come my 
way.  The experience of this last year has truly be en 
unique and I wish that everyone would have the op-
portunity to address the contemporary issues from 
this office. 

 

During this last year I have come to a greater appr e-
ciation of the leadership examples that were pro-
vided by my predecessors.  The WAAO Secretary and 
Treasurer have, for years, done an amazing job of k eeping records straight and im-
mediately available to the Board of Directors.  The  dedication of the Board of Direc-
tors and its continued focus on the goals of the or ganization are evident in the con-
tributions made to each meeting.  The committee cha irs and members are an in-
valuable tool for our continued progress.  Many of you accepted my invitation this 
last spring to join the working groups that were ad dressing current assessment is-
sues and I also want to thank you for your time and  effort on behalf of WAAO. 

 

WAAO has taken on the task of providing a response to the assessment changes 
proposed by the Wisconsin Department of Revenue.  T he project has not been com-
pleted!  Although there will be scheduled changes i n the WAAO leadership, I am 
confident that there will be a continued commitment  to address the issues to the 
benefit of assessment professionals and the taxpaye rs of Wisconsin.  Don't forget 
that you have a special invitation to participate i n the committee work or seek 
nomination to the Board of Directors. 

 

During this next month, the recommendations of the working groups will be re-
viewed by the standing committees and then by the W AAO leadership.  I am expect-
ing that we will be presenting all of the available  materials at the Assessor's Insti-
tute in September.  For right now, I can assure you  that there are no sudden 
changes being proposed.  Every effort possible has been made to address the con-
cerns of the individual assessors when those concer ns were made known to the 
working groups.  The implementation time lines for the proposed changes are being 
established so that everyone has ample opportunity to make any necessary adjust-
ments. 

 

Plan on coming to the Assessor's Institute.  Come f or the great educational oppor-
tunities.  Come to renew old friendships and make n ew ones.  Come with an open 
mind to hear the proposals made by other assessment  professionals to enhance the 
professionalism of us all.  Come to welcome the new  WAAO leadership. 
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The Assessor’s Voice of 
Wisconsin is published quarterly 
by the Wisconsin Association of 
Assessing Officers, a non-profit 
Wisconsin association. AVOW 
serves the information needs of 
Wisconsin assessors on issues of 
legislation, education, 
professional announcements and 
technical procedures. No part of 
the newsletter should be 
construed as an endorsement by 
the WAAO unless so specified. 
The AVOW is available with 
membership to the WAAO. A 
membership form is available on 
the last page of this newsletter. 

The mission of the WAAO is to 
promote the public good by 
ensuring equitable assessments 
through assessor education, 
professional development, and 
public awareness. 
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September 14 - 17, 2010 
Municipal Assessors Institute 
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells  
Phone (800) 388-4782; Fax (608) 254-8366  
 

Program  
Tuesday, September 14  
1:30 General Session   
(1) DOR Status Report  (3 Hours Law/Mgmt)  
(2) Exemption Issues  (3 Hours Law/Mgmt)  

(3) Department Store Valuation  (3 Hours Appraisal)  

 

Wednesday, September 15  

9:30    General Session   

11:00 What's New From DOR   
1:30    Concurrent Workshops   

(4) WI Property Tax Litigation 2010: What Every Assesso r Needs to Know  (3 Hours 
Law/Mgmt)  

(5) The Assessor & The Board of Review  (3 Hours Law/Mgmt)  

(6) Unique Commercial Buildings  (3 Hours Appraisal) (Bus -limited to 45)  

 

Thursday, September 16  

8:30    Concurrent Workshops   

(7) How to Critique An Appraisal Part I (7 Hours Appraisal, Must attend full day; continued  
in session 10)  

 

9:00    Concurrent Workshops   

(8) Tax Policy  (3 Hours Law/Mgmt)  

(9) When a Grade is Not the Grade  (3 Appraisal)  

 

 
1:30    Concurrent Workshops   

(10) How to Critique An Appraisal Part II   

(11) Residential Listing 101  (3 Hours Appraisal)  

(12)USPAP for Assessors (3 Hours Law/Mgmt)  

 

Friday, September 17  

9:00     General Session   

(13) Public Relations & Customer Service  (3 Hours Law/Management)  

 

 
Golf Outing details have 
not been finalized as of the 
publication date. Please 
contact Russ Schwandt if 
you are interested.  
russsc@ci.green-bay.wi.us  
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Typically tax incremental finance (TIF) is a blessi ng to communities that have a large 
amount of blighted property.  Communities are able to create better neighborhoods, more 
jobs, and boost the local economy with the incremen ts gained yearly on a particular tax 
district.  Despite these fantastic results in some communities, not all TIFs perform the way 
they are expected to.  Many issues are at play with  TIFs and how well they work.  For in-
stance, how they are used, which types of municipal ities are using them, current eco-
nomic conditions, and the level of public-private p artnership involved are all related to the 
future success of a given TIF. 
 

 When TIF was originally given the green light in W isconsin in 1975, the intention 
was for urban areas to be able to compete with more  rural areas for development activities.  
At the time, and this is still true today, it was v ery expensive to purchase land and develop 
it in an urban area.  As such, the developers looke d outside of urban areas to the suburbs 
and exurbs, where costs were far cheaper.  TIF was a way for the large cities to be able to 
attract developers and prevent urban sprawl. 
 

 Today’s data shows that the original purpose of TI F has been somewhat circum-
vented.  According to the Center on Wisconsin Strat egy, most TIFs today are not in the ur-
ban areas as one would expect, but in more rural ar eas (see Figure 1).  This is largely due 
to the fact that rural areas contain vastly more ag ricultural land than urban areas, and it 
is far easier to achieve an increment when you have  a very low agricultural use value.  A 
larger community generally has next to no agricultu ral land at all, so they are lacking the 
very low base value that agricultural land provide.  
 
Average Population of Wisconsin Counties by TIF Utilization (Figure 1) 

 
 Table provided by Center on Wisconsin Strategy (COWS) 
 
How TIF is used is also important.  Some communitie s overuse TIF to the point that it ac-
tually chokes off development and growth.  This hap pens in several different ways.  The 
over use of TIFs for several years can disturb the equilibrium between supply and demand 
in the real estate market, causing supply to race p ast demand.  Office buildings sitting va-
cant, rental properties that are not filled to capa city all depress the local property market, 
possible for quite some time.  When the market is d epressed, the TIFs do not increment, 
therefore the communities are in quite a pickle, bu dget wise. Another way that TIF overkill 
hurts growth is that developers get quite spoiled b y TIF and do not choose to do a project  

Counties Using TIF  Average County Popula-
tion  

Average TIF Utilization*  

Bottom Quartile 57,920 1.46 % 

3rd Quartile 121,666 3.83 

2nd Quartile 87,372 5.97 

Top Quartile 39,099 10.90 

      

All Wisconsin Coun-
ties  

76,514  4.28  
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without the community sticking their neck out for t hem financially.  Suddenly a local em-
ployer who wishes to expand and has the capability to expand on their own desires local 
TIF money to make it happen.  This actually relates  to the argument that growth created 
by TIF would eventually happen on its own without m eddling by the local government. 
 

 Creating a TIF in an economic downturn can be a tr icky thing for a municipality.  
With declining property values, it is likely that t he TIF will not increment properly.  When 
the TIF is not providing an increment for several y ears, the municipality is the one liable 
for paying back the funds, not any developers invol ved.  A TIF in a bad economic climate 
will likely struggle, so communities should really consider whether or not it is beneficial to 
create the district now instead of later. 
 

 The level of private-public partnership is also im portant to the success of a TIF.  In 
many cases, the public sector establishes the bonds  required to finance the project and 
the private sector provides the actual development aspect.  However, some TIFs are almost 
exclusively public sector based.  For example: a me dium sized city is looking to rehabili-
tate a blighted area near its aging downtown.  The hope is that the natural resources 
(there is a lake and miles of walking & bicycle tra ils, not to mention the area was once a 
Native American habitat) will draw tourists if they  put in a visitor and nature center.  The 
city also has to put in parking lots and other amen ities if they get the traffic they are ex-
pecting.  There are virtually no private developers  in this scheme and the city is going it 
alone.  The success of the TIF depends on the city’ s ability to market the nature center and 
the fact that people will actually come (this is ha rd to determine). 
 

 These public TIFs are likely even more uncertain t han a mix between public and pri-
vate.  It is easier to predict how many people need  housing, shopping venues, etc. than it 
is to predict how many people will be motivated to visit your city for a nature center.  Not 
only that, but since the entire project is city-own ed and exempt from property taxes, the 
city will probably never have the level of incremen t that a public-private TIF can provide. 
 

 In the end, it is never guaranteed that a TIF will  be successful.  Communities of all 
sorts use TIFs; it is just a matter of how they are  used.  When done in moderation and in 
the right places, wonderful results happen.  Neighb orhoods become more attractive to po-
tential residents, commercial areas get busier, and  the entire community benefits.  When 
overused and mishandled, TIF can become a municipal ity’s worst enemy: depressed real 
estate market, supply dwarfing demand, and a large fiscal problem.  Like all things then, 
moderation is key. 

 

 

Sources: 

“Efficient & Strategic TIF Use: A Guide for Wiscons in Municipalities” Center on Wisconsin 
Strategy. December 2006. 
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2010-2011 15-hr National USPAP Course 
 

Interested in gaining a better understanding of what USPAP is all 
about?  Working towards an IAAO designation?  Or pursuing a State 
Appraisal License or Certification?  Then your education committee 
has the right educational offering for you!     

 

Mark your calendar and make plans to attend this special educational offering to be held Oc-
tober 14th and 15th at West Allis City Hall. The course is the National USPAP Course and the 
instructor will be Mr. James Coutts.  Mr. Coutts is an AQB certified USPAP instructor.  He 
has over 25 years of experience as an independent fee appraiser and has been an instructor 
of appraisal classes at Blackhawk Technical College for many years.  Mr. Coutts will provide 
an overview on the structure, content and use of Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice.  This course is designed to aid appraisers seeking competency in USPAP 
as it relates to all areas of appraisal practice. 

 

This is a rare opportunity to take this course at a very favorable rate of $150. The price in-
cludes a copy of the 2010-2011 edition of USPAP and a copy of the USPAP Student work-
book. 

 

Although this course is not specific to Wisconsin Assessing, it can provide a path to obtain 
equivalent credit to IAAO Workshop 151 - Uniform Standards of 
Professional Appraisal Practice (National).   Workshop 151 is a re-
quirement for those who are currently pursuing any of the (5) IAAO 
designations.  It also qualifies as “Core Curriculum” for Qualifying 
Education by the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licens-
ing for those pursuing a Real Estate Appraiser License or Certifica-
tion.   

 

Those interested can find a registration sheet on the next page  of 
this issue of the AVOW. �
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2010-2011 15-hr National USPAP Course  

Sponsored by the Wisconsin Association of Assessing  Officers 

This course covers materials from The Appraisal Fou ndation, Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice  which includes: Definitions, Preamble, Ethics Rule , Competency Rule, Depar-
ture Rule, Jurisdictional Exception Rule, Supplemen tal Standards Rule, and Standards 1 
through 10. Supplementary materials include The App raisal Foundation Uniform Standards of 
Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP). This cours e includes an exam. 

 

Important:  - This course is the “National” USPAP class and is  not specific to Wisconsin Assess-
ing.  However satisfactory completion of this class  will provide a path to obtain equivalent credit 
to IAAO Workshop 151 - Uniform Standards of Profess ional Appraisal Practice (National).   Work-
shop 151 is a requirement for those who are current ly pursuing any of the (5) IAAO designations.  

 

This course also qualifies as “Core Curriculum” for  Qualifying Education by the Wisconsin De-
partment of Regulation and Licensing for those purs uing a Real Estate Appraiser License or Cer-
tification.  It can not be utilized for Appraiser c ontinuing education purposes or to meet the re-
quirement for the 7-Hour USPAP Update class. 

WHEN:  October 14 - October 15, 2010 

WHERE:  West Allis City Hall  7525 W. Greenfield Av enue West Allis, WI   

INSTRUCTOR: James  E. Coutts, SRA  Coutts Appraisal Service 

COST: $150 (includes student manual and a copy of t he 2010 -2011 edition of US-
PAP).  A late registration fee of $25 will be charg ed to those who register after 
September 24th.  Cancellations after the 24 th  must pay a cancellation fee of 
$25.00.   

 

Ten (10) attendees are necessary in order to be abl e to hold the course. Thirty 
(30) will be the maximum number allowed.  To ensure  attendance, please 
send $150 registration fee payable to WAAO by Septe mber 24th to: 

Paul Koller, Course Coordinator City of New Berlin 3805 S. Casper Drive New Berlin, WI  53151 

 

The course is approved for 15 hours of “Law & Manag ement” under Wisconsin Assessor Continu-
ing Education.  This course also qualifies as “Core  Curriculum” for Qualifying Education by the 
Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing fo r Real Estate Appraiser Licensing and Cer-
tification and does not qualify for Appraiser conti nuing education. 

Please reserve one slot in the 2010-2011 15-hr National USPAP Course, October 14-15, 2010. 

Enclosed is my check for the $150 registration fee,  payable to WAAO 

Please remit payment by September 24th, 2010 

 

Name:___________________________________________________  Phone:________________________ 

 

Email address_________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________  

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call the Paul Koller at (262) 797-2461. 
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WCTC is offering two Introductory Appraisal classes that are also 
good for those in the assessment profession. Both taught by Scott G. 
Winter, RES 
 
Basic Appraisal Principles   
Course Number: 194-160-0001 
CRN Number: 10446 
Dates: 8/30/10 to 10/25/10 
 
Basic Appraisal Procedures   
Course Number: 194-161-0001 
CRN Number: 10449 
Dates: 11/01/10 to 12/20/10 
 
How to Register 
 
· Web Registration�
Current students/newly admitted: Login to My WCTC�
New to WCTC: Sign Up Now�
o Web Registration Process�
Login to My WCTC 
�� Click on My Account�
�� Click on Student Services & Financial Aid�
�� Click on Registration�
�� Click on Add/Drop Classes�
�� Select Term�
�� Enter your class CRN's under Add Class�
�� Scroll down and click Submit�
�� Review for errors, then click Confirm to process your request. Requests are not processed until 
they are confirmed.�

�� In-Person and Phone Registration�
o 262.691.5578�
Check Enrollment Center hours 
Download Registration Form (download Adobe Acrobat)� 
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WAAO Education & Training Committee Meeting Minutes  
July 14, 2010 – West Bend City Hall 

 

Meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by co-cha ir Shannon Krause. In attendance were 
Paul Klauck, Paul Koller, Bill Briggs, Shannon Krau se, Scott Winter, Adam Tooke and 
Matt Tooke 

 

Review of the June quarterly program evaluations wa s discussed.  The evaluations were 
favorable, comments were made that course material was hard to read but the course con-
tent was well received by most although it was not for new/entry level individuals.  Loca-
tion was very good and got a lot of positive commen ts. 

 

This fall WAAO Education & Training Committee will be sponsoring the National 15hr US-
PAP course.  The documents for certification for bo th DOR and Regulations and Licensing 
approval have already been submitted and should qua lify both.  Program hours will be 
split; 10 hours Appraisal and 5 hours Law / Managem ent.  We need a minimum of 10 in-
dividuals to a maximum of 30.  It will be held on O ctober 14 th  & 15 th  at West Allis City 
Hall.  Paul Koller will draft registration form to be published in the fall AVOW.  Important 
to note that this course is equivalent to the IAAO Workshop 151 and is a core course for 
Appraisal licensing, but it cannot  be used for Appraisers that are already certified as con-
tinuing education credits.  Since it is the Nationa l USPAP it will not be presented in a way 
that highlights its use(s) for Wisconsin Assessors.  

 

December Quarterly topic matter was discussed with thoughts to a course on Personal 
Property with 3 to 4 presenters.  Review of the WPA M chapter of PP, to discovery and 
documentation with highlights on leasehold improvem ents, hangar valuation and possibly 
coordination of Telco-Mfg personal property.  Possi ble speakers; Mike Patnode from Wau-
kesha, Jim Young to contact Stan Graiewski, and loo k into someone from Revenue and 
others to be solicited.  One other idea to investig ate further was ‘What You Need To Know 
About Property Surveys’ presented by the Society of  Southeastern WI Land Surveyors. 

 

Start of discussion for potential topics for the Wi nter Thaw began with multiple avenues to 
investigate.  At this time thoughts are that we may  need three individual courses, one for 
after the business meeting and separate morning and  afternoon classes the following day.  
Matt Tooke said he would take the lead on this with  the assistance of co-chair Jim Young. 

 

Discussion of ways to modify the course evaluation forms to provide better information for 
future topics.  We will provide a list of suggestio ns to Membership Services as they are the 
committee who distributes them at the end of the co urse presentations. 

 

Committee lastly was charged with the task of revie wing the recommendations of the  
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‘Assessor Certification Review’ working group compr ised of; Scott Winter-chair, Cathy 
Timm, John Blader, Sandi White, Linda Gardiner and Michael Childers.  Review by Ed & 
Training Committee members suggested a few tweaks o f the document.  Scott Winter will 
contact his group and make some minor changes which  will then be reviewed once again 
by Ed & Training.  Then the document will be submit ted to the WAAO Executive Board to 
be part of WAAO’s position to changes to Wisconsin Assessment process.  Appreciation 
from Ed. & Training Committee to the working group for their time and hard work. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for October 18 th  at West Bend City Hall. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 

 

Submitted by Shannon Krause 

 

Commercial Sales Committee Report  
August, 2010 

 

I would again like to thank all who have contribute d to the effort of building a sales data-
base for assessors to use.  Please keep sending you r commercial sales to Terri Hext at 
hextt@ci.brookfield.wi.us . 

 

The Department of Revenue plans to rollout a more c omprehensive Provide Assessment 
Data system (PAD) by September 2010.  Information f rom the 2009 Assessor School re-
garding PAD is available at http://www.revenue.wi.gov/training/assess/09rtrpad. pdf .  
Pages five through eight summarize the new informat ion for collection and the future uses 
of the database.  The three-digit codes, or Propert y Type Codes, were a handout from 2009 
and are available at http://www.revenue.wi.gov/training/assess/09hdout6. pdf .  The 
Property Type Codes will standardize the reporting process and improve the usefulness of 
the database. 

 
The Department of Revenue is developing a manual an d power point to facilitate training 
on the new requests of information. 

 
 
Respectfully, 

Steven Schwoerer 
Commercial Sales Committee 
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Do you enjoy taking photos? 

 
Would you like to receive free admission to  

WAAO quarterly meetings? 
 

Would you like to see the picture you took, on the cover a 
magazine? 

 

 The Communications Committee of WAAO is looking fo r cover photos for fu-
ture editions of the AVOW. Toward that end, the Exe cutive Board has approved an 
ongoing contest for WAAO members.  

 

 Each edition of the AVOW requires a cover photo so  we are seeking subject 
appropriate photos for this purpose from the member s. Examples of acceptable 
photos include, residential homes, commercial struc tures, municipal buildings, na-
ture shots, seasonal pictures  and pictures that hi ghlight Wisconsin. Other subject 
matter will be considered as will photos from outsi de of Wisconsin. Please include a 
title or caption with your submission. Please also include the location or address if 
applicable.  

 

 Members of the Communications committee 
will decide from the submitted photos which one 
will be used for the next cover. The photographer 
will be given credit in the AVOW and the Commu-
nications chairperson will notify the WAAO treas-
urer who the winning photographer is.  

 

 Please submit only photos that you have 
taken and own the copyright to.  

 

 We prefer to have photographs taken vertically (th e long side up and down). 
Please submit the pictures to Steve Miner at sminer @wauwatosa.net. Photos should 
be between 3 MB and 20MB in size. Send each photo a s an attachment to an email 
with the following subject line “AVOW photo” 
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A number of elected officials suggested that once t he Wisconsin Way 
Blueprint for Change was released it would be benef icial to assemble a 
series of opinion leader briefing sessions around t he state. To this end, 
we have been invited to communities across the stat e to share the find-
ings and recommendations developed from the 28 publ ic forums, more 
than 120 organizational meetings and six statewide public opinion sur-
veys throughout the last three years. 

  

These sessions will provide an overview of the Blue print findings and 
recommendations and an opportunity for public leade rs to share sug-
gestions and offer feedback about the Blueprint. 

  

We are currently working with elected officials and  opinion leaders from 
different communities to organize the briefings. As  these are scheduled, 
we will provide the information as requested by the  local leaders in each 
area. 

 Wisconsin Way Video Chats on YouTube  
Now that you have read and heard about the Wisconsi n Way Blueprint, 
find out more about the development of it through t he Wisconsin Way 
Video Chats. Please join us for our upcoming series  of Video Chats as 
the Wisconsin Way partners discuss details of the i ndividual recom-
mendations, how they were developed and what we hea rd in your com-
munities. 

  

Our first two video conversations are available onl ine and focus on ven-
ture capital, available at http://www.wisconsinway.org/econ_dev.html , 
and civic education, available at 
http://www.wisconsinway.org/gov_mod.html . We look forward to your 
comments and ask you to send us your ideas at wisconsin-
way@wcgpr.com . 

 /��+
���
���0��������

����  

At this critical juncture in Wisconsin’s future as we enter the new   
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budget and election cycle, we want to continue to e ngage Wisconsinites across the state. By now, the 
Wisconsin Way hopes you have had the opportunity to  read the Blueprint for Change 2010. If you 
haven’t, please visit us at www.wisconsinway.org  to access the document. 

  

We have listened to you and all your opinions helpe d us create this comprehensive set of recom-
mendations — The Wisconsin Way Blueprint for Change  2010. Your main concerns and outlook 
for our state’s future and your considerable time, energy, ideas and solutions shaped this new vi-
sion for our leadership, quality of life and econom y. Whatever your thoughts and opinions are — 
stay involved and keep the conversation going! Shar e your thoughts and discuss the recommenda-
tions with neighbors while working in your yards or  with your colleagues while at work, or talk to 
your elected local officials and area candidates ru nning for office. Then, share your ideas with us 
on our website or by e-mailing us at wisconsinway@wcgpr.com . We will discuss your ideas with 
elected officials, Wisconsin Way members and associ ation leadership across the state as we 
move forward to make Wisconsin’s future a success . 

  

Wisconsin Wants Changes Now  
As part of a statewide public opinion poll conducte d last month, the Wisconsin Way asked Wiscon-
sinites about our state’s current financial situati on. Eighty-six percent of respondents agree  
that to address Wisconsin’s financial and economic challenges, it will require major changes in 
the way state government operates . 

������
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In preparation for elections at WAAO’s September bu siness meeting, the Nominating Com-
mittee has agreed upon and proposes the following n ominations for the next year: 

 

President:                         Steven Schwoerer, auto-inst allation 

President Elect:                Shannon Krause, West Bend 

Vice-President:                 Mike Procknow, Fitchburg 

Secretary:                         Pam Hennessey, Town of Badg er 

Treasurer:                         Joan Spencer, Marshfield 

2009 Director Class:           

DeAnn Brosman, Appleton  (replaces Mike Procknow) 

2010 Director Class:          

1) Dan McHugh, Beloit;       

2) Tim Kosteretz, West Allis;         

3) Michele Cullen, Pewaukee 

 

Submitted by: Rocco Vita 
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In a recent email sent to several members, Jim Sieb ers provided an insight into the every-
day goings on in Stevens Point City hall. Jim wrote  the following: 

 

Whenever we have potlucks or for some special occas ions here in Stevens Point, I usually 
bring brownies. (I think everyone likes them.) 

 

So yesterday, for my 50 th  birthday, everyone in City Hall brought me a prese nt, one at a 
time and all individually wrapped.  I guess they ar e going to have to preprint my name on 
the pot luck list and the item I am bringing. 

 

If anybody is having a get together in the next yea r, invite me, because you will know what 
I am bringing. 
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By Jim Siebers 

 

 

 

The 2010 NCRAAO conference was held in Bloomington,  Minnesota and was a huge suc-
cess. It was attended by 5 Wisconsin Assessors (Mik e Muelver, Bob Lorier, Jim Siebers, 
Barb Berget and Cara Abati).  

 

The classes that were offered were presented very 
well. They consisted of: Green Construction 
Technology, Lakeshore Land and Site Valuation, 
Media Relations, Lakeshore Building Valuation, 
The Assessor as Expert Witness, Unique Ap-
praisal Problems, Ethics for Minnesota Asses-
sors, Ag Market, and Transit Oriented Develop-
ment Projects. There were also numerous ven-
dors at the conference, presenting their products 
that are very valuable to all Assessors. 

 

In addition to the valuable learning exercises, the re were also fun activities.  Mike Muelver 
led all assessors with his purchases at the silent auction on Monday night. On Tuesday, 
we all toured Target Field, the state of the art ba seball stadium home of the Minnesota 
Twins. I didn’t know you could build a 12 ½ acre ba llpark on an 8 acre site until I saw it 
with my own eyes. While at the stadium, we had a co okout at the Budweiser Rooftop Deck, 
and watched the Brewers play the Twins (on TV as th e game was at Miller Park that eve-
ning). If you see Bob Lorier, ask him about the rou te he drove after our tour, through 
downtown Minneapolis in search of Mary Tyler Moore statue. On Wednesday, the confer-
ence concluded with the banquet. 

 

The Mall of America was inspected by all the Wiscon sin assessors, both on the interior and 
exterior due to the proximity to the conference hot el, which was right across the street. 
Did you know that the mall consists of 4.2 million square feet, and there is no heating sys-
tem in the common areas, due to all of the heat all owed in through skylights and  is pro-
duced by lighting fixtures, other electric devices and also by employees and by 40 million 
visitors annually? There is a good article on the m all at  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Mall_of_America  . Bob, Mike and I tried to figure out what the per imeter of the mall is, be-
cause it takes a good 10 minutes to walk around it,  and the last day we were there, there 
was over 1000 people in line at 7:00 AM for the rel ease of the I Phone 4 (that seems like a 
long time ago already). 

 

Please consider attending NCRAAO 2011 – Cool, Calm and Collected in Kansas.  It will be 
held June 13 – 15, 2011 in Topeka, Kansas. 

 

������
����




18 

www.waao.org  AVOW - Fall 2010        

������
���!������
+����  

Photo taken by Linda Lorier, submitted by Jim Siebe rs—NCRAAO Rep. 
 
This photo is from the Budweiser Roof Deck at Targe t Field in Minneapolis. 
For those of you who missed it, you missed a great conference  

Pictured above (from left to right) are  
Bob Lorier, City of Brookfield, Assessor,  
Julie Hall DEVNET Sales Director,  
Barb Berget, City of Monroe, Assessor, 
Mike Muelver WAAO President, and  
Jim Siebers City of Stevens Point Assessor.  
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BARBARA BERGET 
City Assessor - City of Monroe 

Green County 

(608) 329-2537 

bbergert@cityofmonroe.org  

 

Barbara has been the City Assessor in the City of M onroe for the past five years.  She has held dif-
ferent positions with the City for twenty-one years  and a member of WAAO for twenty years.  She 
was previously the League of Wisconsin Municipaliti es Trustee.  Her first job was as a corn de-
tassler at age fifteen.  Barbara’s challenges at he r current profession are keeping assessments eq-
uitable and making the public understand the proces s.  She enjoys the diversity of her job.  “I have 
enjoyed this profession; it is always a learning ex perience.”  Barbara once had a table collapse on 
her at convention, along with all the wine on it. 

 

Barbara is married, has five children that are all grown up, and two grandchildren. 

She is the Village Trustee and Park Committee Chair man.  She enjoys sports, Nascar, her grand-
children, and is a UFC fighting fan. 

 

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”  – Barbara Berget  

!�������
��������  
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76th Anniversary:  
Building Strong Communities Through Assessment Inno vation   

 
August 29 – September 1, 2010 

Walt Disney World Dolphin Hotel  
Orlando, Florida   

 
JUST ANNOUNCED -  The hotel room rate 

has been reduced to $169.00, so book  
your room now! Become inspired and motivated 

 
 

Why you should attend! 
·  Network with colleagues  

·  Receive continuing education credit  
·  Talk with the experts  

·  Hear the latest research results  
·  See the latest products and services  

·  Learn new ideas and techniques  
·  Become in-

spired and moti-
vated 

 

����
���!������
��!��������  

76th International Conference on Assessment  
Administration 
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General WAAO Quarterly Meeting Minutes June 14, 2010 
Hilton Garden Inn, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

 

President Mike Muelver called the WAAO business mee ting to order at 10:01a.m. 

 

SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT 

Secretary No report 
 

Treasurer The 2010 fiscal year began October 1st with a balan ce in the operating ac-
counts of $24,183.14 and a balance in the Education  Fund of $10,332.14 . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
General Meeting   3-1-10     

We had 93 paid receipts for the March 1 quarterly m eeting totaling $4,265.00.       

Expenses were $3,584.51 for a balance of $680.49.     

 

Winter Thaw   3-2-10    

We had 56 paid receipts for the March 2 winter thaw  totaling $4,795.00.            

Expenses were $6,045.69 for an overall cost of $1,2 50.69. 

Membership Report We currently are carrying 526 active members versus  541 last year.   
Membership renewal applications were mailed June 13 th for the next fiscal membership 
year.   Forms are available at the registration tab le for those attending today. 
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EDUCATION ACCOUNT     

To date, receipts have totaled  $337.19    
with disbursements of  $2,111.94    

for an operating ledger balance 
of 

$8,557.39   $8,456.65  

  Current Last Year:  

OPERATING ACCOUNTS      

To date, receipts have totaled  $33,848.99    

with disbursements of  $44,152.20    
for an operating ledger balance $13,879.93  $18,969.95  
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Correspondence & Other Communications None 
 

Activities on Behalf of the Association  None 

 

President’s Report  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Auditing Committee No report 

Awards/Resolutions Committee Rocco asked for award nominations to be submitted.  
The various awards and criteria are spelled out in the summer AVOW. 
 

Nominating Rocco reported the nominations for the Fall electio n (of course, nominations 
can be taken from the floor the day of the election s): 

President —Steven Schwoerer (automatic succession) 
Pres-elect —Shannon Krause 
Vice President —Mike Procknow 
Secretary —Pam Hennessey 
Treasurer —Joan Spencer 
2009 Director —DeAnn Brosman to replace Mike Procknow 
2010 Directors —Michelle Cullen, David Luetzke, and Tim Kosteretz (note:  Mr. Luetzke 
withdrew; he is replaced on the ballot by Dan McHug h) 
 
Planning & Management No report  

 

Ad Hoc SLF Liaison Committee Meet next month, no report for now 

 

IAAO Representative Report Conference will be August 29-Sept.1 in Orlando, Flo rida.  
Check out details on the IAAO website 

Ad Hoc IAAO Endorsement Committee No report 
 

NCRAAO Representative The conference will be June 20-23 in Minneapolis, M N. 

 

Education & Training No Report 

 

Membership Services No Report 

 

Public Relations No Report 
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Legislative Committee No report since the legislature is done for the ses sion.  The com-
mittee held a joint meeting with Rural Concerns com mittee, which will be the topic for this 
morning’s round table discussion 

 

Property Tax Exemptions No Report 

 

Rural Concerns No Report 

 

Designations No Report 

 

Ad Hoc Certification Review  No Report 

 

Communications No Report 

 

Real Estate Standards No report 

 

Personal Property Standards No report 

Ad Hoc Commercial Sales Sales are on the website and members should use the m and 
feel free to add sales. 
 

OLD BUSINESS None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Jim Siebers raised their Walgreen’s assessment and it was sustained by the Board, the 
same in some other municipalities.  If you have Wal greens coming to your Board, talk with 
one of the assessors who have already dealt with th e issues. 

 

Waupaca Circuit Court case Johnson v. Caledonia May  21, 2010 decision to be reviewed. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made, seconded,  and carried.  The meeting was ad-
journed at 10:13 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Pam Hennessey, Secretary 
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Membership Services Committee Proudly Presents:  
 

December 6, 2010 Quarterly Meeting 
Approximately 30 miles east of Madison at: 

JC Plaza Hotel & Conference Center (Formerly Comfor t Suites) 
725 Paradise Lane  Johnson Creek, WI  53038 

Phone:  920-699-2800  Fax:  920-699-3900 
 

 

Take Exit 267 off I-94 between Madison and Milwauke e. 

Turn North to River Drive. 

Turn Left onto River Drive and travel west to Count y Road Y. 

Turn Left onto County Road Y and travel south to Re sort Drive. 

Turn Right onto Resort Drive and travel west to Par adise Lane. Arrive at destination. 
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WELCOME NEW & RETURNING WAAO MEMBERS!!! 

Borree, Mary  Cooper, Mitchell  James, Sandra  
Borree Appraisal Services Assessor Assessor 
W1346 County Rd Q BA Pauls Associates Town of Markford 
Kaukauna  WI  54130-2925 P O Box 2190 W394 Cty Rd S 
Phone:  (920) 766-9166 Wausau  WI  54402 Markesan  WI  53946 
FAX:   (920) 766-7645 Phone:  (715) 848-9300 Phone:  (920) 398-2693 
basinc@new.rr.com FAX:   (715) 848-9400 FAX:    
 wausaumitch@aol.com sandy@jameswi.com 

Kiekhaefer, William B  Koski, Kitt R  Matuszewski, Gene  
Assessor Assessor Assessor 
Bowmar Appraisal Bowmar Appraisal Town of Antigo 
838 Gray St 809 Cedar St W9053 Cherry Rd 
Horicon  WI  53032 Minocqua  WI  54548 Antigo  WI  54409 
Phone:  (920) 485-2065 Phone:  (715) 577-1875 Phone:  (715) 623-6774 
FAX:    FAX:    FAX:    
wbkiek@charter.net kittkoski@aol.com matuszewski@dwave.net 

Pauls, Todd M  Pavlow, Steve  Perry, Alysha  
President BA Pauls Associates Assessor 1 
BA Pauls Associates 130 Eau Claire Blvd Riglemon Appraisal Service 
P O Box 2190 Wausau  WI  54403 21716 Aspen Ave 
Wausau  WI  54442-2190 Phone:  (715) 848-9300 Warrens  WI  54666 
Phone:  (715) 848-9300 FAX:   (715) 848-9400 Phone:  (608) 378-3003 
FAX:   (715) 848-9400 stevenpavlow@gmail.com FAX:   (608) 378-3023 
bapauls@charter.net lyshperry@hotmail.com 

Riglemon, Claude  Scherer, Megan J  Sievert, David  
Assessor 1 Deputy Assessor Assessor 
Riglemon Appraisal Service Tyler Technologies Inc Town of Bovina 
21716 Aspen Ave 602 Werner St N2856 St  Rd 47 
Warrens  WI  54666 Watertown  WI  53094 Appleton  WI  54915--9733 
Phone:  (608) 378-3003 Phone:  (414) 405-3205 Phone:  (920) 749-0469 
FAX:   (608) 378-3023 FAX:    FAX:    
clauder@centurytel.net megan.scherer@tylertech.com ddsievert@gmail.com 

Smith, Joedy  Sutfin, Jaimie  Woiteshek, Rachel  
DEVNET Inc Assessor City of Sun Prairie 
2254 Oakland Dr Gardiner Appraisal Serv LLC 300 E Main St 
Sycamore  IL  60178 604 West St Sun Prairie  WI  53590 
Phone:  (815) 758-2071 Waunakee  WI  53596 Phone:  (608) 825-1186 
FAX:   (815) 758-5214 Phone:  (608) 225-1846 FAX:    
tsmith@devnetinc.com FAX:   (608) 838-8912 rwoiteshek@cityofsunprairie.com 
 jsutfin@tds.net 
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WAAO Quarterly Meeting 
 

 

DATE: Wednesday, September 15, 2010 

 

PLACE: Chula Vista Resort 

  4031 River Road 

  Wisconsin Dells, WI  53965 

  800-388-4782 

   

TIME:  9:30 AM General Session   

    James R. Siebers, City Assessor, Stevens Point;  Chair-
man, Municipal Assessors Section, presiding 

    Welcome Address  
Mayor Eric Helland, Wisconsin Dells 

    Address —Bruce Woodzell, Charlottesville, VA, IAAO 
President-Elect 

    Address —Della Rowley, Sumner County Appraiser, Wel-
lington Kansas, NCRAAO President 

 
  WAAO Business Meeting / Round Table  

 

  11:00 What’s New From DOR 
Roger Ervin, Secretary, Department of Revenue 

 
 

�:3 ;� If you sign up for the League conference, the WAAO meeting is  
  included. If you come for only the WAAO meeting, there is no cost. 
  You can sign up for the conference by going to  
  the League of Municipalities web site.  
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From the Membership Services Committee 

It is that time of year, when we will be joining our colleagues in the assessment profession at the Annual Wis-
consin Municipalities Assessor’s Institute.  This year’s Institute will be held at The Chula Vista Resort in the 
Wisconsin Dells September 14th-17th, 2010. 

We are inviting you once again to participate in the Annual Education Raffle to make this year another suc-
cessful year!  This is your opportunity to assist WAAO  

The proceeds will bolster the WAAO Education Fund which is used for educational scholarships and supple-
menting member-requested educational pursuits at a continued low cost.  It is this low cost we all appreciate in 
these tough economic times.   

We are asking for participation in two ways:   

1) Please Donate a gift or gifts.  What better way to advertise and in turn promote quality education for the 
Association?   Any and all gifts will be appreciated!  

2) Please purchase your winning raffle tickets either Tuesday or Wednesday prior to the beginning of the 
Banquet.�

 
The winning tickets will be drawn at the end of the Banquet after the Awards Presentation on 
Wednesday, September 15th.   But we are not done yet! 
 
Don’t throw those losing raffle tickets away! Your raffle tickets will have another opportunity 
to win you more prizes during the entertainment portion of this year’s banquet, but you must 
be present to win.  The League hosts beer, wine and soda throughout the banquet and they are extending it a 
little longer this year!  What a great evening!  Come Mix and Mingle! 
 

FREE DRINK!    MORE PRIZES!    FREE ENTERTAINMENT! 
 

The entertainment will be provided by The Invaders.  They are a four-piece band that plays late 50’s and 60’s 
Rock-n-Roll, “British Invasion” Hits and R‘n B.  Their tag line is: Classic Music of the British Invasion Bands 
and the Artists Who Inspired Them. See their website at http://theinvadersband.com/ . 

Any raffle donations can be brought directly to the Institute raffle table, or delivered or mailed to the addresses 
below:  

Nan Giese, Chair   Jim Siebers, Chair 
Membership Services Committee  League of Wisconsin   
407 Grant St     Municipalities - Assessors Section 
Wausau, WI 54403  1515 Strongs Ave 
715-261-6605  Stevens Point, WI  54481 
nan.giese@ci.wausau.wi.us  715-346-1553 
    jsiebers@stevenspoint.com  
 
If you wish, checks can be made payable to the “WAAO Education Fund” . Please feel free to contact us with 
any questions you may have.    

Thanking you in advance for your participation and we hope to see you in the Dells this year! 

WISCONSIN MUNICIPALITIES ASSESSOR’S INSTITUTE 
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DECEMBER WAAO SILENT AUCTION 

Membership Services Committee says … 

 
The WAAO Silent Auction at the December 6th, 2010 Quarterly Meeting in Johnson Creek at the JC Plaza Hotel & 
Conference Center (Formerly Comfort Suites).  
 

 

 

Maybe you need a last minute Christmas gift, here’s  a wonderful opportunity to participate in our Sile nt 
Auction and make someone else’s Christmas a little Merrier! 

 

We are asking for participation in our Silent Aucti on in two ways: 
1) Please donate a gift or gifts.  A new or gently used item from home or start an office project perh aps a bas-
ket you and your staff have put together.  All will  be appreciated! 
2)Attend our December Quarterly and Participate in our Silent Auction by bidding on these gifts throug hout 
the day. 

 

The winning bidders will be announced at the end of  the program. 

 

The proceeds will bolster the WAAO Education Fund w hich is used for educational scholarships and suppl e-
menting member-requested educational pursuits. 

 

Please bring a gift and participate in our Silent A uction! 

It is for a good cause!   

It is Fun!    

And Everyone is a Winner! 

If you have any questions, please contact anyone on the Membershi p Services Committee: 

 Nan Giese  715-261-6605  nsgiese@mail.ci.wausau.wi.us 

  Chuck Paskey  920-236-5073  cpaskey@ci.oshkosh.wi.us  

  Eric Miller  414-329-5343  eric_m@ci.greenfield.wi.us 

  Mike Marslander 715-341-7829  marslndr@charter.net 

  Jeremy Ray  715-261-6608  jeremy.ray@ci.wausau.wi.us 

  Mary Hlavinka  262-797-2462  mhlavinka@newberlin.org 

  Pam Konet  262-796-6649  konet@ci.brookfield.wi.us 

  Linda Weber  262-691-6047  weber@pewaukee.wi.us 

  Louie Horvath  414-286-3140  lhorva@milwaukee.gov 

  Daryl Burchardt 262-490-0835  dburch16@yahoo.com 

  Judy Bishop  920-832-1578  Judy.Bishop@grandchute.net 
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WAAO OFFICERS  President Mike Muelver (715) 369-2952 mikemuelver@frontiernet.net  

 President  Elect Steven Schwoerer (920) 236-5074 sschwoerer@ci.oshkosh.wi.us  

 Vice President Shannon Krause (262) 335-5125 wbassessor@ci.west-bend.wi.us  

 Secretary Pam Hennessey (608) 274-6842 WAAOSecretary@yahoo.com  

  Treasurer Joan E Spencer (715) 384-3856 joan@ci.marshfield.wi.us  

  Past President Rocco Vita (262) 925-6714 rvita@plprairiewi.com  

����  

October 5 Executive Board Meeting 

October 31 - December AVOW Deadline 
Hilton Garden Inn, WI Dells 

December 7 Quarterly Membership Meeting Crowne Plaza, Madison 

����  

January 11 Executive Board Meeting 

January 31   - March AVOW Deadline 
Hilton Garden Inn, WI Dells 

February 3 Assessor Day Madison WI 

March 1&2 Quarterly Membership Meeting—Winter Thaw Blue Harbor, Sheboygan 

April 12 Executive Board Meeting 

April 30  - June AVOW Deadline 
Hilton Garden Inn, WI Dells 

June 14 Quarterly Membership Meeting  Hilton Garden Inn, Oshkosh 

June 20-23 NCRAAO Conference

Ramada—Mall of America, Bloomington 
MN 

July 12 Executive Board Meeting 

July 31   - September AVOW Deadline 
Hilton Garden Inn, WI Dells 

August 29– Sept 1 IAAO Conference Orlando Florida 

September 14-17 

September 15 

Municipal Assessors Institute 

WAAO Business Meeting 
Chula Vista, WI Dells 

October  3-6 WI Towns Assoc Convention Convention Center , LaCrosse WI 

October 11 Executive Board Meeting 

October 31  - December AVOW Deadline 
Hilton Garden Inn, WI Dells 

December 6 Quarterly Membership Meeting  Comfort Suites, Johnson Creek 
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WAAO Membership Classifications 

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP : Open to officers, officials and employees of governmental bodi es whose duties are 
directly related to property tax assessment and administration . 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP : Open to officers, officials and employees of governmental bodies not covered by 
regular membership and to officials, administrators, and e mployees of educational institutions. 

SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP : Open to any individual not eligible for regular or associa te membership AND 
who is interested in the science of property assessment and taxati on and who subscribes to the purpose of the 
Association. 

 

The Wisconsin Association of Assessing Officers specifically addresses th e needs of the Wisconsin Assessor. The 
International Association of Assessing Officers provides a broad perspective of activity in our industry. Both of 
these organizations are dedicated to professionalism in assessment . They share the common mission of improv-
ing the quality of assessment through education, involvement an d commitment to the assessment process. We 
encourage you to become actively involved in assessment administrat ion by becoming a member of these organiza-
tions. 

 

For further information on the WAAO, call or write Joan  Spencer, 630 S. Central Avenue, P. 0. Box 727, Marsh-
field, WI 54449-0727. phone (715)384-3856. For inform ation on the IAAO, call or write to IAAO, 314 West 10th  
Street, Kansas City, Missouri, 64105. phone (816) 701-810 0, Fax (816) 701-8149, http://www.iaao.org. 

 

This form can be used for joining either the IAAO or the W AAO. Please check the appropriate area, enclose 

a check and send to the appropriate address indicated above. 

Check  the applicable category               WAAO D ues (Annual - August 1 through July 31) 

_____New Member   _____Membership Renewal 

_____WAAO Regular  $50 _____Associate $40   

_____Student $25   _____Retired Regular Member  $25 

_____Subscribing $100 

_____IAAO $175 (First year, or $87.50 for 1st time member s by signing up though IAAO Rep. Mary Reavey (414) 
286-8447) 

 

Name:____________________________ Title:_________________________________________________________ 

Jurisdiction: Town, Village, City of: _____________ ______Phone Number:: __________________________ 

Address: _________________________City: _____________________State: _______Zip Code:______________ 

e-mail:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________Fax Number:_______________________________ 

 

WAAO 

c/o Joan Spencer, Treasurer 

630 S. Central Avenue 

P.O. Box 727 

Marshfield, WI 54449-0727 

 

An Official Publication of WAAO  


