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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

 

Changeé.for all the right reasons but with a price tag north 

of chump change.  

 

Last September I spoke to you as a group and conveyed the 

message that change is on the horizon.  At the time it was a 
safe statement, one because weõre all familiar with the phrase 

ôthe only constant is changeõ but more importantly because 
our country was on the cusp of change, historically and eco-

nomically.  While both political parties in the presidential 

campaign touted a message of ôchangeõ the many people Iõd 
spoken with from both perspectives sensed the strength of support for Barack Obama and ex-

pected him to achieve a Presidential victory.  He did.  And we assessors, who watch, record, and 
analyze the residential real estate market could sense with relative certainty that the strength of 

the past bull market had dissipated into a languid, listless hibernation that would depress resi-
dential values from their recent heights.  It did.  In both of these instances we had a strong feel-

ing of the outcome and in both instances those feelings proved to be correct.  

 

Now there are thoughts, ideas, and talk of future changes that, if implemented, will significantly 

alter the processes used to assess more than 99% of Wisconsinõs assessment jurisdictions.  
While the catalyst for these proposals may have come from public or legislative dissatisfaction 

with current processes, the concepts come from the Department of Revenue.  The first of these 
has been coined òSingle Value Assessmentó and the second is called òUnified Assessment Dis-

trictsó. 

 

Single Value Assessment  means the assessed value will represent full market value.  Today the 

Equalized Value of an overlying tax district is the Departmentõs estimate of full market value.  

By incorporating Single Value Assessment, the assessed value will represent full market value 

and the process of Equalization would be eliminated.  In order for the assessed value to replace 

the equalized value, it must represent full market value and would need to be determined annu-

ally.  Yes, this means a revaluation every year for every assessment jurisdiction in order for as-

sessed values to remain at full market.  And yes, more resources will be required to accomplish 

Single Value Assessment than we currently need to remain compliant with todayõs minimum 

statutory standards.  

 

Unified Assessment Districts  is an offered mechanism to help offset the additional costs associ-

ated with implementing Single Value Assessment.  It allows municipalities to formally band to-

gether as a unit, leveraging economies of scale to produce a competent assessment product at a 

reduced cost as administration, staff, and equipment are shared by a larger group of municipali-

ties.  Further, it provides an environment where data sets of spatially regional municipalities 

can be combined and incorporated into our assessment process enhancing uniformity across 

municipal boundaries.  Nothing today bars communities from organizing in a similar fashion 

but only a few have done so.  And while contract assessors already leverage their resources to 

assess a larger number of municipalities, they negotiate with municipalities and contract their 

services individually plus they generally donõt perform annual revaluations. 
      (continued on page 4)  
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGEñCONTINUED  

 

How serious are these proposed concepts and what do they mean for WAAO and Wiscon-

sinõs assessment profession?  First, keep in mind that today these proposals are concepts 
in their initial, formative stages of development.  There are many questions and details to 
be worked through regarding Unified Assessment Districts and an even larger question of 

whether municipalities are willing to foot the bill for any additional resources necessary to 
comply with Single Value Assessment.  Through our SLF committee, WAAO has had a few 

conversations with the Department regarding these concepts and I sense a strong body of 
internal support within the Department for their implementation.  Unless something 
within State government occurs to stall their initial momentum, these proposals have a 

good chance to advance and become practice.  

 

While WAAO has yet to take an official position on these concepts, one cannot overstate 
how significantly these proposals will impact the assessment process in Wisconsin.  Article 

I of our bylaws states WAAO will further the objectives of IAAO including a dedication to 
professionalism.  As an organization whose mission is promoting the public good by en-
suring equitable assessments through a commitment of high professional standards, we 

have an obligation to work to ensure any formal change to Wisconsinõs assessment prac-
tice is for the greater good.  An annual statewide revaluation cycle is a giant step to creat-

ing greater assessment equity and the processes incorporated throughout the state neces-
sary to accomplish Single Value Assessment will, by their nature, need to reflect greater 

professional standards.  

 

One question we all have is: ôWill assessor offices be provided the resources necessary for 

annual revaluations to be effective and successful?õ  Unified Assessment Districts may 
help offset some of the additional costs but annual revaluations of every assessment juris-

diction will require more time than we use today.  Our only way to add productive work 
days is to add people ð a lot of people ð while our most costly budgetary item is human re-
sources.  Weõll need additional people with above average interpersonal and communica-

tion skills.  Weõll need additional people with above average analytical skills.  And weõll 
need additional people with an above average work ethic.  Above average people come with 

an expectation of above average compensation.  

 

Can an annual statewide revaluation cycle be accomplished successfully?  Of course it 

can.  Is it a lofty but attainable goal worthy of further exploration?  Of course it is.  Noth-

ing negative can be said about an annual revaluation cycle.  By all criteria of measure-

ment, our final product will have the potential to achieve a higher standard of equity and 

uniformity for those we serve.  But every stakeholder involved in this ongoing discussion 

must come to terms with its cost and determine whether the benefits are worthy of the ex-

penditure.  

 

Rocco 
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***Notice of Membership Vote to Amend  

WAAO Bylaws***  

 

Notice is hereby given that during the June 1, 2009, quarterly meeting of 
the Wisconsin Association of Assessing Officers; membership will be pro-

vided the opportunity to vote on the following proposed amendment to Ar-

ticle VIII ð Committees  of the WAAO bylaws.  

 

Amendment 1:  

Create Sec ion 1 (O.), and add Designations Committee as an active Standing Committee.  

 

This proposed amendment was discussed, deliberated, and proposed by members of the 

Planning and Management Committee during their October 6, 2008 meeting in which the 
past ôCandidates Clubõ was proposed to be brought back as a sub-committee of the Mem-
bership Committee until a Chairperson was designated and committee members organ-

ized.  These criteria having been accomplished, this proposal has been further discussed 
and approved for membership vote by the current WAAO Board of Directors and Officers 

during their April 6, 2009 meeting.  One specific purpose of the Planning and Manage-
ment Committee is to òMaintain the WAAO bylaws and propose updates to the Executive 
Board.ó 

 

Article X ð Amendments  of the WAAO bylaws requires that òAll members shall receive a 

minimum of five (5) day notice that such proposed amendments will be voted on at the 
next meeting of members.ó  This notice serves to satisfy all requirements necessary to 
move forward with a vote by membership regarding this proposed amendment during 

WAAOõs June 1, 2009, quarterly meeting. 

 

Meeting Location: Westwood Conference Center  

 1800 Westwood Center Boulevard  

 Wausau, WI  54401  

***Notice of Membership Vote to Change Dues***  

Notice is hereby given that during the June 1, 2009, quarterly meeting of the Wisconsin 
Association of Assessing Officers; membership will be provided the opportunity to vote on 

the following proposed amendment to Article VIII ð Committees  of the WAAO bylaws  

 Regular  Retired  

Regular  
Associate  Student  Subscribing  Life member  

Current 

Amount  
$35.00  $20.00  $25.00  $25.00  $70.00  $0.00  

Proposed 

Amount  
$50.00  $25.00  $40.00  $25.00  $100.00  $0.00  
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ñBuy a foreclosed homeò   

 
Those four words in an internet search returned about 31,000,000 hits.  By comparison 'lose 
weight fast' returned 43,600,000.  The word is out, buy an REO property, and you can save 
tons of money.  REO or real estate owned by a financial institution is property that typically 
has been acquired through the foreclosure process.  Buyers of REO property are taking ad-
vantage of the reality that someone was no longer able to pay their mortgage and the finan-
cial institution assumed possession of the property.  

  
Financial institutions are not in the business of owning residential real es-
tate.  They actually have no desire to own the property.  They want to dis-
pose of the property as quickly as possible and yet minimize their 
losses.  Every day they own the property there are additional expenses.  
Maintenance, utilities, taxes and a variety of other carrying costs are in-
volved.  Not to mention there are thousands of dollars tied up that could be loaned out and 
generating income or satisfying their own obligations.   

 
The first phone call the buyer of a REO property makes will be to his assessor.  The usual 
comment is, ñThis is what I paid for the property so that is what it should be assessed 
at.ò  He will also brag to all of his friends about the great deal he got.  The question the as-
sessor must determine is, was it truly an arms length transaction?   

 
The next question is what effect does REO sales have on the overall market?  The answer to 
this is quite interesting.  My study of REO sales is summed up in the chart below.  Data was 
gathered from six municipalities in western Wisconsin for the years 2007 and 2008. Sales 
transfers were sorted into two groups.  If the grantor was a financial institution and the 
grantee was not, they were considered REO sales. The rest were considered non-REO 
sales.  

 

 
The non-REO sales were screened to eliminate those that were obviously not arms length 
transactions.  Relative sales, sheriff sales, sales of convenience, etc. were not used in this 
analysis.  Sales of property that may have been in a pre-foreclosure stage were included 
however the exact number of these types of transactions is not known.  REO sales with 
known major damage not reflected in the assessment were not included in the analy-
sis.  There were 446 usable transfers of which 63 were REO sales and 383 were non-REO 
sales. The REO sales represent 14% of the total number of sales 

FEATURED ARTICLE ñBY GENE JOHNSON  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://msnbcmedia4.msn.com/j/msnbc/Components/Photo_StoryLevel/080618/080618-foreclosureOverview-hmed-343p.hmedium.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/25217565/&usg=__eMJCBeL3sCir2rFf4tKYf41LfdM=&h=273&w=410&s
http://nwahomeblog.files.wordpress.com/2008/07/firesale.gif
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The analysis is the ratio of the sale price to the assessed value.  The assessed values 
were adjusted to reflect full value of the non-REO market at the start of the analysis and 
remain unchanged throughout the study time period.  This gives a stable benchmark with 
which to compare the sale prices. The study shows that there are two distinct markets: 
REO property and non-REO property.   

 
Even from this limited study it appears that since the lines do not remain equidistant, the 
REO sales appear to be exerting downward pressure on the non-REO property.  This 
would only stand to reason that if two properties were for sale, the average person would 
buy the one that is 'on sale'.   Conversations with others involved with real estate valua-
tion confirm the findings of this study.   There are variations in every market and the ex-
tent of influence of REO sales in your market can be illustrated using the same common 
spreadsheet analysis and charting tools. 

 
Appraisers should be careful not to blindly use REO sales as comparables.  It is true that 
some may be actual armôs length transactions but most often the financial institution is 
more motivated than the buyer.  These are difficult times and extra measures are re-
quired when choosing comparables. 

 

Gene Johnson 

FEATURED ARTICLE continued   
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Thanks to all the WI assessor who attended the 2009 Legislative Day in 

Madison. The following discussion points were used by the participants 
as they met with their legislators in the capital.  

 

WISCONSIN ASSOCIATION OF ASSESSING OFFICERS  

(WAAO) 

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA  

2009 REGULAR SESSION  

 

Support 2009 Senate Bill 93 and companion Assembly Bill 136  

 These proposals created at the request of WAAO, exempt assessors and 

their staff from liability for trespassing while performing their official duties.  

 
Support LRB -1378/1 - Valuation of Leased Properties  

 At the request of WAAO, the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, and 
the Department of Revenue, Senator Jauch and Representative Mason are 
seeking sponsors for a proposal to clarify the assessment process related to 
leased properties under the income approach.  This proposal is in response to 
a recent Supreme Court decision in Walgreen Company v. City of Madison, 

2008 WI 80, 752 N.W.2d 689 (2008)  

 
Support LRB -1525/1 ð Repeal exemption for peripheral equipment  

 This proposal seeks to clarify the property tax exemption for computers.  

The undefined phrase of òperipheral equipmentó in the current statute has 

been expanded to exempt property not originally eligible for exemption.  The 

proposal further codifies that the burden of proving the property is tax ex-

empt is on the person who claims or benefits from the exemption.  

 
Support a Real Estate Transfer Bill  

 WAAO is working with Representative Berceau on a proposal to require 

a transfer return and fee for all transactions involving real property.  It has 

come to the attention of many assessors that certain corporations are not re-

quired to file transfer tax returns.  It is imperative that assessors track and  

 

WAAO LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT  
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verify transactions to keep current with the real estate market.  

 

Oppose LRB -1179/1 ð Valuation of Billboards by a single approach  

 This proposal would require assessors to ignore long established law for 
determining fair market value for billboard valuation.  The proposal would 
violate the uniformity clause of the Wisconsin Constitution and clearly be un-

constitutional.  

 

 
Oppose LRB -1684/1 ð To repeal provision in the law specifically de-
signed to protect property owners and assist them at the Board of Re-
view  

 In a recent circuit court decision, one section of 2007 Wisconsin Act 86 

was ruled unconstitutional.  That decision is under appeal. The legislation 

greatly improved the appeal process for property tax assessment for taxpayer 

and assessor.  Portions of the law were specifically designed to protect tax-

payer rights and to assist with the Board of Review hearings.  LRB -1684/1 

seeks to repeal the law in its entirety.  WAAO does not feel that is warranted.  

 

.  

Submitted by Pete Weissenfluh  
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The Senior Housing Debate: Ambiguity of Benevolence In Relation to  
High -End Senior Housing  

 

By Heather Milde  

 The high -end senior housing debate is reaching epic proportions in 
many communities across the state.  While most people have no problem with benevo-

lent senior housing being tax exempt, a lot of people have a hard time stomaching ex-
emptions for high -end or luxury senior housing complexes.  Several reasons for this 
are: exempt high -end complexes charge market rent or above (meaning a senior must 
be fairly well -off to live there), they do not benefit the public so much as benefit their 

residents exclusively, they unfairly shift the tax burden from the financially able sen-
iors to the lower income seniors as well as the rest of the community, and they are able 
to compete unfairly with private enterprise senior housing complexes.  First in the dis-

cussion is the effect these complexes are having on Assessors statewide, and then the 
issues outlined above.   

 

In the past, most benevolent senior housing was in the form of a traditional 
nursing home.  Over the last two decades or so, there has been a rapid diversification 
in senior housing that strains the definition of benevolent.  For instance, we now have 

many different senior living options in the new RCACs (Residential Care Apartment 
Complex) and other senior housing complexes.  One can choose between independent 
living, assisted living, and more intensive care options that provide more services simi-
lar to an actual nursing home.  What muddles the issue further is that Chapter 70 of 

the WI Statutes does not clearly define benevolent, and the two major court cases dis-
cussing its meaning came to two very different conclusions.  So what is the Assessor to 
do? 

 

Under state law, the Assessor must decide whether or not the organization is be-
nevolent under 70.11(4).  Any time there is a gray area, as benevolence most certainly 

is, they must err on the side of taxability and let the organization in question prove 
their benevolence.  On the other hand, most owners of high -end senior housing are 
more than willing to take the issue to court, appealing as many times as possible to get 

their desired outcome.  This creates many problems for cash -strapped municipalities, 
as large legal battles are not feasible and settlements are much more cost effective.  
The easiest approach for Assessors would be if the Legislature would redefine 70.11(4) 
to clearly illustrate what is and is not benevolent in relation to senior housing.  How-

ever, it does not appear that will happen in the near future, so this will be an ongoing 
issue.  Requiring these complexes to pay a PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) is another 
solution, but often the PILOT is significantly less than what would have been paid on 

the actual tax bill.  As it stands, PILOTS are optional in many municipalities, meaning 
the owners of these retirement complexes are in no way obligated to enter into such an 
agreement.  

OPINION PAGE  
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Benevolence has a broad meaning, but it is often assumed that it is closely re-
lated to òcharityó.  The courts have largely decided that a benevolent organization is 

not the same as a charitable organization.  The cases and statutes state that as long as 
the organization uses the property exclusively for benevolent purposes (and so long as 
there isnõt pecuniary profit for shareholders, board members, and all profit made must 
be used to retire the debt on the facility), then it is tax exempt.  What the statutes and 

court cases donõt address is the rate charged for senior housing.  In the luxury com-
plexes, the residents have an array of amenities available to them.  Some of these 
amenities include libraries, bistros, salons, movie screening rooms, access to an on -
site bank teller.  In return, the rents charged for an average one bedroom independent 

living unit start at about $1,000 per month, going all the way up to $2,200 for a two 
bedroom unit with a den.  These rates do not pay for anything other than living and 
basic services, meaning if the resident requires a nurse a few times a week, house-

cleaning services, etc., they will have to pay for that additionally.  The average senior 
does not have this kind of money to spend on their living arrangements; that is why 
these complexes do not provide a public good through their services.  A truly benevo-
lent organization would try to offer the most amenities at the lowest possible cost, 

thereby ensuring that most to all seniors could live there.  

 

Despite occupancy of wealthier seniors, under the benevolence clause, these or-
ganizations often enjoy tax exempt status.  This is truly unfair to the poorer seniors 
that cannot afford to live in these complexes, who must stay in their home and who 
must pay property taxes on that home.  Not only do the less well -off seniors not get to 

live in a luxury complex, they and every other property tax paying citizen must pick up 
the tab for such complexes.  

 

In addition to this, these exempt luxury properties are able to compete unfairly 
with similar private sector institutions.  When a for -profit institution sets their resi-
dency rates, they must factor in tax expenses.  As an exempt benevolent institution 

does not have the same tax liability as the for -profit institution, they are able to charge 
less.  Since customers are generally more attracted to the slightly cheaper but similarly 
luxurious property, the exempt entity is able to under -cut their private sector competi-

tors and, to some extent, steal their clientele from them.  One would imagine that this 
is not what the Legislature had in mind when creating the exemption for benevolent 
institutions.  

 

  In short, the exemption for benevolent institutions is outdated and flawed.  The 
best way to resolve the issue is to have the Legislature rewrite the statute, however, 

that will take time and the political will to do so.  In the mean time, we as Assessors 
will be put to the test in determining what to do with these properties.  And since city 
councils, town boards, and other decision makers in local government are eager to re-
solve these issues with as little cost to them as possible, we should also be prepared to 

settle, even if we donõt agree with it. 

OPINION PAGE ñcontinued  
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OPINION PAGE #2  

Letôs Start Doing It Right! 
by 

Daniel R. Furdek, Senior Property Appraiser, MBA - City of Milwaukee 

& 

Peter Weissenfluh, Chief Assessor - City of Milwaukee 

April 2009 

 

The recent Wisconsin Supreme Court decision in Adams Outdoor Advertising, LTD, d/b/a Adams 
Outdoor Advertising of Madison, v. City of Madison presents interesting challenges to Wisconsin As-
sessors.  The purpose of this paper is to explore those challenges and offer an approach to capture 
the true value of billboards as an aggregate asset. 

The court recognized that ñin eminent domain, fair market value of a billboard is the price the aggre-
gate asset- the lease, permit and sign-would bring in the marketplace:ò This is very similar to our 
goal for assessment purposes, that is the ñfull value that could ordinarily be obtained therefore at pri-
vate sale.ò  This is significant because one of the important holdings in the decision is that the same 
methods of appraisal may be used in eminent domain as are used in appraising personal property 
for tax purposes. 

Other important holdings were; 1.) The city was entitled to use third tier methods (income, cost, and 

other factors) of assessment to assess taxpayerôs billboards, 2.) A billboard permit is a right or privi-

lege appertaining to real property, rather than personal property for property tax purposes, and 3.) 

Income attributable to billboard permits is properly included in a real property tax assessment, not a 

personal property tax assessment.  

The Supreme Court rejected the Madison assessorôs valuation because it improperly included the 
value of the billboard permits in the personal property assessment of Adamôs billboard.  They said 
that billboard permits constitute an interest in real property, as defined in Wis. Stat. 70.03. An obvi-
ous question flows from this part of the ruling ï that is, how and where should that permit value be 
captured?  The Court gave only limited guidance in footnote 18. ñOur conclusion does not mean that 
the City can include 100 percent of the income derived from Adamsô billboards in the real property 
tax assessment of the land that is leased to Adams and upon which Adams places its billboards.ò  
Even though this offers limited guidance, it does recognize that income derived from the billboard 
permit does have value. Again the question ï where, how, and to whom should that value be as-
sessed? 

To properly answer these questions, lets breakdown and explore the entire asset that is the value of 

a billboard. 

The Lease  

Billboard companies typically enter into a lease with a property owner.  The property owner is com-

pensated for allowing the billboard company to erect and maintain the billboard.  The lease allows 

for necessary entrance on to the property for these purposes.  Leases we have seen rarely, if ever, 

allow for the landowner to pass on any increased property taxes for the value of the billboards to the 

billboard owner.  Further, the leases we have seen rarely reflect the value of the  
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OPINION PAGE #2 continued  

billboard permit. There is a huge imbalance between the income generated by the billboard as com-
pared to the actual rent paid to the landowner.  The compensation to the land owner, however, is a 
legitimate income stream to consider in the valuation of the underlying land. It is also a legitimate 
expense to the billboard owner to be considered in the billboard valuation.  

The Permit  

In recognizing the value of the billboard permit, the Court said, ñBillboard permits are valid for a des-
ignated location only.  A permit terminates when a billboard is moved.  Whether value appertains to 
property depends upon the propertyôs inherent capacity to generate income. (cite omitted) Applying 
this analysis to billboard, it is apparent that business value primarily inheres in the permit and the 
location, which are real property (the permit) or features of real property (location).ò  Other than in 
eminent domain actions, it is rare for the billboards to be moved.  Any given location with permission 
to maintain a billboard retains a value significantly different than adjacent land without such permit. 

In her dissent, Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson, got it right when she said ñWithout a permit, a bill-
board is nothing more than a pile of metal and wood.ò  This is similar to the limited value of a re-
cently constructed home without the requisite occupancy permit.  It is the permit and the location 
that gives the real value to billboards.  Also important in this discussion of permits is the understand-
ing that the owner of the permit is the billboard company, not the landowner. 

The Sign  

Likewise, it is the billboard company who owns the sign.  The landowner, while marginally benefitting 
from a lease, is in no way the owner or beneficial owner of the sign or the permit.  As discussed 
above, without a permit, billboard signs have limited value.  However, this has been the typical value 
reported by the billboard companies on their personal property renditions ï original costs, dis-
counted by annual factors.  By accepting these discounted values, assessors are not capturing the 
true value of the asset. 

If it is seen that the owner of both the sign and the permit is the billboard company, does it not follow 

that they are also the beneficial owner of the location and the major value of the asset?  The Court 

recognized that 100 percent should not be assessed to the land owner and we agree.  The majority 

of value derived from the mix of location and permit should be assessed to the beneficial owner ï 

the billboard company ï not the owner of the paper title to the land. 

How can the majority of the value of sign, permit, and location be assessed to the beneficial 

owner?  

In a very real sense the underlying land on which a billboard is located is a divided parcel.  One por-
tion is the land necessary for the location and access to the billboard, and the other portion is the 
remaining land unencumbered by the lease for the billboard company or the billboard.  Why not rec-
ognize that division by creating a separate tax parcels?  We see no prohibition for dividing the par-
cel, creating two parcels ï one for the billboard, and second for the remaining land and improve-
ments. The billboard company would be listed as the owner of the billboard land and be assessed 
for the full value of the permit and billboard, the owner of the remaining portion would be assessed 
for the market value of that property. 

As a result of the Adams decision we think the Department of Revenue and all Wisconsin assessors 

must struggle with the challenges and take the opportunity to properly assess billboards in Wiscon-

sin. 
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Membership has spoken and the Executive Board has heard. There 

were multiple requests to assist members in obtaining professional des-
ignations. So a new committee has been formed to do just that.  

Scott Winter, RES has been named chairman of the new committee and 
has recruited several members that already have their designations. 
They are Paul Klauck, CAE, Paul Kohler, AAS, and Pete Bronek, RES.  

 

Please email Scott at swinte@milwaukee.gov  if you would like assistance in earning 
your designation.  

 

Right now all of the team members have IAAO designations and we are an assess-

ment organization. So IAAO designations will be the emphasis. Again contact Scott 
if interested in being on the team.  

 

Scott is an IAAO instructor and will be offering classes as 
needed. He can also proctor exams if you wish to self study. 
More information will be coming out this summer.  

 

 

 

NEW WAAO COMMITTEE  

IAAO 75th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE  

ON ASSESSMENT ADMINISTRATION  

 

September 13-16, 2009 

Galt House Hotel and suites  Louisville Kentucky 

 

Win, Place and Grow with IAAO!   
 
Here is what is brewing for IAAOõs 75th .  It will be held from September 13 -13, 2009 in 

Louisville, Kentucky.  It will be a great conference.  It is a very doable drive for most 
spots in Wisconsin.  Plan for the fall now and commit to attending the conference.  

 
Why should you attend?  
Network with colleagues  

Receive continuing education credits  
Talk with the experts  
Hear the latest research results  

See the latest products and services  
Learn new ideas and techniques  

Become inspired and motivated  
    

mailto:swinte@milwaukee.gov
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Personal Property/ Public Utilities 

Utilities and Property: This Time itôs Personal 
The economic changes in the real estate industry have 

in some instances affected personal property and pub-

lic utility values. Has your jurisdiction been impacted 

and how are you managing those changes? Dealing 

with these changes and monitoring the reaction and 

actions of utilities and the business community can 

help you teach your colleagues what might be coming 

to ñan appeals processò near them.  

 

Valuation Special Topics 

 

MISSION POSSIBLE!!!! Bizarre Tales from 

Assessment Files 
Whatôs your assessment horror story? Setting a value 

on an amusement park, bank, obsolete property, golf 

course, wind farm or something a bit more exotic? 

Other jurisdictions need to know. Your job, should 

you decide to accept it, is to tell your story! As al-

ways, your property owners will deny any knowledge 

of your actionsé..GOOD LUCK!!!ò 

 

IAAO Committee Spotlight 

Investing in IAAO, Still Appreciating in Value  
When the going gets tough, itôs nice to have IAAO to 

help you get through tough times. After 75 years, 

IAAO has become the preeminent professional assess-

ment organization in the world with the participation 

of members like you. The work of IAAO committees 

shapes the direction of the association. Presentations 

will bring attendees up to date on issues and projects 

important to IAAO. In addition, these presentations 

will describe committee structure and provide the op-

portunity to become more involved.  

IAAO CONFERENCE  EDUCATIONAL TRACKS  

Appraisal Challenges in a Changing Economy 

The Real Estate Market: What the Heck Hap-

pened? 
The most significant changes in real estate values and 

assessments in years have occurred but what impact 

has it had on the value of real estate and personal 

property in your jurisdiction?  Are houses selling for 

10Â on the dollar like the guy hawking ñHow to Buy 

Real Estate: CHEAP!ò on the cable channel says? Or 

has your jurisdiction been insulated from the ñreal es-

tate bubbleò? What valuation trends are significantly 

impacting your jurisdiction?  

 

Geospatial 

 

STAR TREK TO STAR WARS: How Geospa-

tial Technology is Changing the World of As-

sessment 
Science fiction is now science fact. What used to be 

unheard of is now available for free with a two-year 

cellular phone contract. Technology is changing fast! 

What are the most recent developments that are chang-

ing the way you do the job in your jurisdiction? If you 

are leading the way with cutting edge technology, help 

your colleagues as they prepare to, ñGo where your 

jurisdiction has gone before!ò Tax Policy 

 

Is it Fair? Property Tax Policy in Your Juris-

diction 
With all the ñspecial interest initiated exemptionsò to 

ñpromote economic developmentò and legislative 

changes, the issue of property assessment and taxes is 

an ever changing way to legally discriminate to one 

degree or another. Maintaining fair assessment rolls in 

this environment is a slippery slope. How can you 

keep your footing?  

 

Personal Development 

 

Becoming Better: Managing Your Manage-

ment  
So, whatôs your management style? Do you have one? 

How do you get the best from your associates? How 

about letting your colleagues from around the world 

know your secrets or the secrets you learned from oth-

ers. Can you be more like Charles Dickensô Mr. Fez-

zywigg or Mr. Scrooge?  
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I would like to offer you the opportunity to attend a continuing education course that is qualified by the DOR 
and DRL for 3.0 program hours Appraisal to be given in Eau Claire on Thursday June 18, 2009 from 9am ï 
noon. The course is titled ñUsing the Latest Mapping & GIS Technology for Assessment and Appraisal Pur-
posesò and touches on some of the latest GIS and mapping programs and online resources that can be used 
to assist in your assessment and appraisal work. 

  

We gave the course at the Indianhead Assessors meeting in April and received favorable feedback. (If you 
attended that course, please disregard this notice as you cannot take the same course twice for credit.) 

  

We hope to learn more about what would be helpful to you so that we can continue to stay ahead of all the 
latest technology to make your work easier.  We enjoy sharing map technologies with a variety of audiences. 

  

If you are interested in attending or have additional questions please email me back or call me at (715) 874-
4397 x238 and I will send a registration form.  The cost of the class will be $75. 

 
Sue McDonald  | WI Business Coordinator  

APPLIED DATA CONSULTANTS, INC.  | Sue.McDonald@adc4gis.com  

2985 58th STREET | EAU CLAIRE, WI 54703 [P] 715.874.4397 | [F] 715.874.4387  

www.adc4gis.com   |  www.adc4web.com 

CONTINUING EDUCATION ñóUsing the latest Mapping & GIS  

Technology for Assessment Purposesó 


